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Peraica Found In Violation of Campaign Disclosure Act by State Board of Elections Hearing
Officer
“Tony, who castigates people for lacking integrity, honesty, and transparency, has been caught red
handed breaking the law. He is a fraud and should be exposed as such.”- Jeff Tobolski
La Grange, IL – A recent reported issued by State Board of Elections Hearing Officer Mark Greben has
found Tony Peraica guilty of violating section 9-25 of the Campaign Disclosure Act.
The issue arose in a case involving Mark Thompson, Republican primary challenger to Commissioner
Liz Gorman. Peraica had claimed that he was not involved in the primary fight, and explicitly stated
that he was not funding Thompson. However, when several checks were subpoenaed by the State
Board of Elections it became clear that Peraica was funneling campaign cash illegally to a third party
called GOP Media to pay for negative campaign literature for Thompson.
“Tony Peraica was paying the bills for the Thompson campaign while trying to skirt the law and
deceive people,” said Tobolski. “Peraica is an attorney and has operated his campaign committee for
over fifteen years. He knows the law, and the law is clear. Tony, who castigates people for lacking
integrity, honesty, and transparency, has been caught red handed breaking the law. He is a fraud and
should be exposed as such.”
The State Board of Elections had scheduled a hearing to a make a final decision on the matter for July
19th. However, Richard Means, the election attorney that represents both Peraica and Thompson
pushed to have the hearing delayed, and it is now rescheduled for the September 20th board meeting at
10:30 am in Springfield.
Attached is a copy of Hearing Officer Mark Greben's report and a copy of the pertinent part the
Campaign Disclosure Act.
Cook County District 16 includes the villages of Berwyn, Cicero, Schiller Park, Franklin Park,
McCook, Hodgkins, Lyons, Summit, Willow Springs, Countryside, Western Springs, LaGrange,
LaGrange Park, Northlake, Forest Park, Westchester, Stone Park, Berkley, Broadview, Hillside,
Melrose Park, Brookfield, Riverside, North Riverside, and Stickney.
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10 ILCS 5/9-25Formerly cited as IL ST CH 46 ¶ 9-25

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Currentness
Chapter 10. Elections
Act 5. Election Code (Refs & Annos)
Article 9. Disclosure and Regulation of Campaign
Contributions and Expenditures (Refs & Annos)
5/9-25. Anonymous contributions or in name of
another prohibited
§ 9-25. No person shall make an anonymous contribution or
a contribution in the name of another person, and no person
shall knowingly accept any anonymous contribution or
contribution made by one person in the name of another
person. Anonymous contributions shall escheat to the State
of Illinois. Any political committee that receives such a
contribution shall forward it immediately to the State
Treasurer.
CREDIT(S)
Laws 1943, vol. 2, p. 1, § 9-25, added by P.A. 78-1183, § 1.
Formerly Ill.Rev.Stat.1991, ch. 46, ¶ 9-25.
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
Effective date of P.A. 78-1183, see note preceding 10 ILCS
5/9-1.
Section 4 of P.A. 78-1183 related to effect of the partial
invalidity of the Act.

LAW REVIEW AND JOURNAL COMMENTARIES
Joint campaigning by state and federal candidates. Jeffrey P.
Chicoine and Tom Lindley, 1984, 72 Ill.B.J. 354.
LIBRARY REFERENCES
Elections 317.2.
Westlaw Topic No. 144.
C.J.S. Elections §§ 562, 564, 566, 571 to 572.
NOTES OF DECISIONS
Anonymous contributions 2
Construction and application 1
Escheat 3
Fraud 4
Subsidiary corporations 5
1. Construction and application
This paragraph does not provide statutory remedy to Board
of Elections for contributions made by one person in name of
another person. People ex rel. Illinois State Bd. of Elections
v. de Grazia, App. 1 Dist.1982, 61 Ill.Dec. 390, 105
Ill.App.3d 509, 434 N.E.2d 543.
2. Anonymous contributions
Contributions, having been identified as from a specified
donor, could not be “anonymous” within meaning of this

paragraph. People ex rel. Illinois State Bd. of Elections v. de
Grazia, App. 1 Dist.1982, 61 Ill.Dec. 390, 105 Ill.App.3d 509,
434 N.E.2d 543. Elections 317.2
Terms “anonymous” contributions and contributions “in the
name of another person,” under this paragraph are not
synonymous. People ex rel. Illinois State Bd. of Elections v.
de Grazia, App. 1 Dist.1982, 61 Ill.Dec. 390, 105 Ill.App.3d
509, 434 N.E.2d 543.
3. Escheat
As used in this paragraph escheat is penal in nature. People
ex rel. Illinois State Bd. of Elections v. de Grazia, App. 1
Dist.1982, 61 Ill.Dec. 390, 105 Ill.App.3d 509, 434 N.E.2d
543.
“Escheat,” as used in this paragraph means reversion or
forfeiture of property to state upon happening of some event.
People ex rel. Illinois State Bd. of Elections v. de Grazia, App.
1 Dist.1982, 61 Ill.Dec. 390, 105 Ill.App.3d 509, 434 N.E.2d
543.
4. Fraud
Where directors of client association knew about “$300 fund,”
wherein $300 was collected from currency exchange orders
at start of each state legislative session for purpose of
establishing a fund from which to reimburse members for
political contribution, and did not disclose that fund to law
firm which represented client association in preparing reports
to be filed with the Illinois State Board of Elections, where
they knew that disclosure had not been made in reports, and
where there was no showing of negligence, only reasonable

inference that could be drawn was that association
intentionally failed to report its secret fund used to reimburse
members for political contributions and, thus, there was
prima facie showing of fraud. In re Special September 1978
Grand Jury (II), C.A.7 (Ill.)1980, 640 F.2d 49. Elections
317.4
Even though neither name of association nor any reference
to currency exchange industry appeared in ad hoc group
reports filed with Illinois State Board of Elections, where
reports did in fact describe workings of association, and
where Illinois law was uninterpreted by courts at time of
filing and Attorney General's opinion stating that since action
of commissioners in question was beyond their power it
would be more appropriate if they filed in their own names as
a private interest group rather than in name of park district
was arguably relevant, trial judge did not abuse discretion in
failing to find prima facie fraud because reports were not filed
in name of association. In re Special September 1978 Grand
Jury (II), C.A.7 (Ill.)1980, 640 F.2d 49. Elections 317.4
5. Subsidiary corporations
A subsidiary corporation does not make a prohibited
contribution in the name of another in violation of this
section by making a political contribution from its funds at
the direction of its parent corporation. 1998 Ill. Atty. Gen.
Op. 004.
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